No doubt, the biography of an eminent man, when treated in this way, may be made highly interesting and instructive. It reveals to us glimpses of character which we never could obtain from the contemplation of the man in public life. It is, if I may borrow a modern phrase, the histology of his moral organization. We dwell with pleasure upon the little incidents of his domestic and social life, and contrast them with the largeness of his public doings, just as we eye with admiration the delicate striae on the fibril, and contrast it with the bulk, and power, and muscular energy of the limb. But this microscopic anatomy of an eminent character requires for its demonstration the hand of one, whose opportunities of close contemplation have often brought the minutiae of its structure under his eye. To such a qualification, in relation to Abercrombie, I cannot We have thus endeavoured to delineate the principal features in Dr Abercrombie's character as a physician and author, but the portrait, ill-drawn I know in many respects, would be utterly an unfinished sketch, and unfit for presentation before you, if it did not also exhibit, however imperfectly, the general complexion of his character as a man.
To do this, it is unnecessary for me to paint in strong colours, or endeavour to put a high glaze upon the picture. The character of such a man is exhibited most truthfully, in the plain unvarnished tale of his daily life" and conversation. We have claimed for him no exemption from the failings of our nature.
To do so for any man were worse than useless; but remembering that he was a man, we may pronounce him
